
AP United States History   
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                               Dr. Joe Hoffman 

I may be contacted at jhoffman@wcpss.net or you may call me at Enloe High School 856-7918. 

Course Description: Advanced Placement U.S. History represents a college level survey course that is recognized by the AP/College Board®.  AP classes are intended to represent college level courses.  This course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation of content knowledge in U.S. History with additional emphasis placed upon developing your writing ability as well as higher-order thinking skills such as critical reasoning, understanding the dynamics and consequences of causal relationships, integrating and synthesizing important concepts and generating your own ideas and positions from existing knowledge.  This is a reading and writing intensive course designed to prepare students not only for the rigor of college level work, but also to train students for the Advanced Placement exam in U.S. History.       

Required Texts:  Alan Brinkley, American History
See me for additional text readings – I have a multitude to choose from. 

Grading/Grade Scale:  The grading scale for this course will be ten points meaning that a grade of 90-100 equals an A, a grade of 80-89 equals a B, et cetera.  

Formative Assessment – 80 percent (Tests, Essays, and Quarter Exams) 

Assignments – 20 percent (Homework, class assignments)  
Tests: In addition to a mid-term exam and a final exam, we will plan to have at least two to four major tests most quarters.  These tests may include both short answer/identifications, multiple choice and essay questions as well as in class and out of class Document Based Questions written by me.  This year there is no state End of Course Exam (EOC) for U.S. History/APUSH thus the final exam will be created by me and will comprise twenty percent of your final grade.  Tests will be based on class lectures/discussions, class notes and reading assignments from the Brinkley text, as well as your own research, hand-outs and other primary document readings.  On some tests I offer an additional opportunity within one week to retest at the teacher’s discretion.  All retests will be more challenging than the original and will count as full credit or teacher’s discretion.  All missed tests and quizzes must be completed within one week.  
Quizzes: I reserve the right to periodically give short, announced and unannounced quizzes to make sure that you are keeping up with your reading assignments.  

Writing/research assignments:  You will be responsible for writing several position papers based on substantial primary and scholarly secondary resources.  Additionally, to prepare you for the AP Exam I will assign teacher created document-based essays (DBQ’s) as writing assignments (at least one per Semester). We will attempt to assign a take home “DBQ” each semester. The length of the paper is at the student’s discretion but ultimately evaluated on breath and quality.  All major writing assignment are assigned with ample time allotted for completion.  I will work with you if major conflicts arise with assignments in other classes (provided you discuss the dilemma with me well before the due date).  It is crucial that you master the material in order to be able to develop an argument in your papers and craft a well-refined thesis statement.   A clear thesis at the beginning of your work will be expected on all essay questions, papers, DBQs and on the AP exam.

Proper citation is the hallmark of acceptable scholarly work.  Improper citation or blatant plagiarism will result in a grade of zero on your project.  Be aware that this is quite easy to prove with modern internet search engines, and I have honed these skills for many years while evaluating the work of sophisticated students for years.   In short, take pride in your own work.  To try and fail is always more rewarding in the long-run than to cheat and succeed.  If you have made an honest effort, I will work with you to improve your future writing assignments.  A cheater deserves and shall receive little mercy.   
NOTE: I will not write college recommendations for any student who chooses to misrepresent their work in this class.  I will discuss the specifics of plagiarism in class, and I will give you examples of how scholars properly cite their research. 

A FEW MORE WORDS OF CAUTION: All citations must follow an acceptable form such as the Chicago Manuel of Style (preferred for all history papers, theses and dissertations), William Campbell, et. al., Form and Style, Kate Turabian, A Manuel for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (any edition) or MLA.  Citations to any modern encyclopedia hardbound or via internet (such as Wikipedia) are not scholarly and therefore are not acceptable.  Diderot’s eighteenth century version is acceptable. 

Late assignments/missed exam policy:  I will reduce late work by 10 percent daily for three days at that point I reserve the right to not accept as per WCPSS school policy.    I will not accept any work sent via email unless I have approved it.  Missed tests will be scheduled at my convenience after school on a day that I have designated as a make-up test day for all students who have an outstanding test.  Make-up exams will naturally be a bit more difficult than the original test and not the same test.
WARNING: ALL MISSED TESTS OR QUIZZES MUST BE MADE UP WITHIN ONE WEEK AND IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH ME TO SCHEDULE A TIME TO COMPLETE YOUR WORK! 
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APUSH EXAM
APUSH EXAM: 

Section One: Multiple Choice – 35 to 40 questions – 35 minutes 

Section Two: Short Answer Questions – 4 questions – approximately 50 minutes 
Section Three: Long Essay Question – Choose between one of two long essays question - 35 minutes.  
Section Four: DBQ Document Based Question – 60 minutes. 
TIME PERIODS     
        PERCENT     
 % of AP EXAM
1491-1607                 

5%                                
 5%_
1607-1754                    

10%                              
45%

1754-1800                    

12%                              

1800-1848                   

10% 

1844-1877                    

13% ___________________
1865-1898                    

13%                              
45% 

1890-1945                    

17%

1945-1980                    

15%____________________
1980-present                  

  5%                               
  5%
AP US History 











Fall Term: Tentative Class Schedule

FIRST QUARTER
Colonial Period to Founding to 1763
Unit One: Colonial Period 

Chapter 1: The Meeting of Cultures, pg. 2

Chapter 2:  Transplantations and Borderlands, pg. 32

Chapter 3: Society and Culture in Provincial America, pg. 64

Selected Reading Packet: Teacher’s choice as I vary readings from year to year  

1. Christopher Columbus – Extracts from Journal

2. Bartolome de las Casas - “The Black Legend”

3. Pope Alexander VI - “The Treaty of Tordesillas”

4. Thomas Mun England’s Treasure by Forraign Trade 1664

5. The Mayflower Compact 1620

6. An Indentured Servant Writes Home 1623

7. Richard Frethorne - A Letter from an Indentured Servant in Virginia 
8. Puritanism in New England “Halfway Covenant”
9. William Bradford  - Of Plymouth Plantation 

10. Journal of William Bradford 

11. John Winthrop - “A Model of Christian Charity” (1630)

12. John Winthrop “Planting Colonies in North America” 1630

13. Roger Williams Argues for Freedom of Consciousness in 1644

14. “The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut”

15. British Colonial Trade Regulations 1651 - 1764

16. Jonathan Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 1741
17. Selection of Virginia Slave Laws (1662-1705)

18. Virginia Slave Code 1705  

19. Howard Zinn – “Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress”

Revolutionary Period 1763-1787
Unit Two: Revolutionary Period 

Chapter 4: The Empire in Transition, pg. 100

Chapter 5: The American Revolution, pg. 126

Reading Packet:    

1. Daniel Dulany, “Considerations, 1765”
2. The Dynamics of Rebellion – The Stamp Act Riot, 1765

3. Declarations of the Stamp Act Congress 1765
4. John Dickinson, “Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer” No. 2, 4, and 7
5. Thomas Whatley, “Virtual Representation”

6. Visual: Paul Revere’s(?) woodblock “The Bloody Massacre”

7. Anonymous Account of the Boston Massacre, 1770
8. Captain Thomas Preston’s Account of the Boston Massacre, 1770 

9. Edmund Burke, “Speech on Conciliation with America, 1775”

10. April Morning by Howard Fast

11. Thomas Paine, The Crisis excerpted  No. 1 

12. Thomas Paine, Common Sense excerpted 
13. Charles Inglis “A Loyalist Rebuttal to Common Sense, 1776”

14. Thomas Paine, Age of Reason “Agrarian Justice” selections 

15. Adam Smith, “The Wealth of Nations the Cost of Empire”

16. Benjamin Franklin – Autobiography
17. Poor Richard’s Almanac 
18. Carl Degler – “A New Kind of Revolution”
19. Anthony McFarlane – “Independence and Revolution in the Americas” 

The Federalist Era 1785-1801
Unit Three: The Federalist Era: 

Chapter 6: The Constitution and The New Republic, pg 158.
Reading Packet:   

1. Joseph Ellis, Founding Brothers, “The Generation”

2. Thomas Jefferson, “To Abigail Adams,” 22 February 1787 

3. James Madison, Notes, “Debates on Slavery”

4. “The Virginia Plan”

5. “The Connecticut Plan” (The New Jersey Plan)
6. Gordon S. Wood – Democracy and the Constitution   

7. Federalists, Federalist Papers, Numbers 1, 10, 51, 52, 54 and 84 
8. The Antifederalist Papers, Numbers 3, 9
9. Charles Beard “An economic interpretation of the Constitution”

10. Alexander Hamilton, “Report on Public Credit” excerpts 1790
11. Alexander Hamilton, “Report on Manufactures” 
12. Thomas Jefferson, “The Importance of Agriculture”

13. President Washington’s “Farewell Address” 
14.  The Alien and Sedition Act 
15. Thomas Jefferson, “Federalists and the Sedition Act”

16. James Madison “Virginia Resolution,”
17. Thomas Jefferson “Kentucky Resolution” 1798
18. Congressional Pugilists 1798
19. The Annapolis Convention 1786
Jeffersonian Period 1801-1824
Unit Four: The Jeffersonian Period: 

Chapter 7: The Jeffersonian Era, pg. 180 

Chapter 8: Varieties of American Nationalism, pg. 214

Reading Packet:     

1. “Marbury v Madison”
2. Decision in Fletcher v. Peck 1810

3. Arguments for the Plaintiff in Dartmouth College v. Woodward 1818

4. Decision in McCulloch v. Maryland 1819

5. John Ferling “Cliffhanger” 1800               

6. Thomas Jefferson - First Inaugural Address 1801 

7. Thomas Jefferson, “Message to the Senate” 11 January 1803

8. The Journals of Lewis and Clark Expedition 1804-1806

9. “Report and Resolutions of the Hartford Convention”

10. Cartoon - Thomas Jefferson the Embargo 1808, 1809 

11. The War of 1812 and the Transformation of Politics 

12. Henry Clay, “The American System” excerpt

13. President Madison, “Veto of Calhoun’s Bonus Bill”

14. James Monroe, “The Monroe Doctrine” 

15. Tecumseh and the Prophit
16. Harrison and Tecumseh 1814
SECOND QUARTER

Age of Jackson 1824-1842
Unit Five: Age of Jackson: 

Chapter 9: Jacksonian America  

Reading Packet:     

1. Dueling 
2. Paul Angle – The American Reader Duel Alexander Hamilton
3. Andrew Jackson Presidency 1829-1837 – Bank Veto Message 
4. Andrew Jackson’s Famous “Our Union” toast 
5. John C. Calhoun, “The South Carolina Exposition and Protest” 1828

6. South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification 1832 

7. Andrew Jackson and Elias Boudinot – On Inidan Removal 

8. Andrew Jackson, “Message to Congress Regarding the Removal Act”

9. John Marshall Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 1831 

10. Visual: numerous Thomas Nast cartoons, especially “King Andrew”
11. James Kent – Argument against Universal Suffrage – Market Revolution 

12. “Webster-Hayne Debate”

Antebellum Period 1820-1861
Unit Six: Democratic Culture 

Chapter 10: America’s Economic Revolution, pg. 258

Chapter 11: Cotton, Slavery, and The Old South, pg. 292

Chapter 12: Antebellum Culture and Reform, pg. 314

Reading Packet:
1. Founding Mothers 

2. The Education of Republican Woman 1798
3. Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions 1848

4. Defending the Revival at Cane Ridge, Kentucky 1802

5. Authors 
6. The Shakers 1850 
7. James Madison and the American Colonization Society 1819

8. David Walker’s “Appeal” 1830

9. Thomas R. Dew – Defends Slavery 1852 

10. Slave Auction in Richmond Va 1854 

11. Slave Management on a Mississippi Plantation 1852

12. Drapetomania 

13. John C. Calhoun “Defense of Slavery as a Benefit to Society” April 18, 1844

14. William Grayson, “The Hireling and the Slave”

15. George Fritzhugh “The Blessing of Slavery”

16. William Lloyd Garrison; Frederick Douglas; Peter Randolph

17. William Lloyd Garrison Commencement of the Liberator 1831

18. Abolitionist

19. Mary Boykin Chesnut 
20. David Wilmot “Proviso” 1846

21. Michigan “Personal Liberty Law” 1850
22. Henry David Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience”

23. Henry David Thoreau Slavery in Massachusetts 

24. Charles Sumner, “Crime against Kansas” 1856

25. “The Slave Auction” 1859

26. Jefferson Davis, “Inaugural Address” Feb. 22, 1860

27. President Lincoln’s “First Inaugural” March 4, 1860

28. “South Carolina Declaration of the Causes of Secession” 1860

29. “The Confederate Constitution” March 11, 1861
The Civil War and Reconstruction 1860-1877
Unit Seven: American Expansion 1820-1848
   

Chapter 13: The Impending Crisis, pg 338

Unit Eight: Civil War and Reconstruction of the Union 1865-1877

Chapter 14: The Civil War, pg. 366

Chapter 15: Reconstruction and the New South, pg. 400 

Reading Packet:    

1. Agony of Southern Whigs 

2. John L. O’Sullivan Texas, California, and Manifest Destiny 1845
3. The Importance of California 1845
4. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 

5. Salmon P. Chase - Defining the Constitutional Limits of Slavery 1850 

6. John C. Calhoun - A Discourse on the Constitution 1850 

7. Charles Sumner – “The Crime Against Kansas 1856

8. Charles Sumner, “The Crime Against Kansas” speech  1856
9. The Dred Scott Decision 1857 

10. James M. Mcpherson - The Difference Between the Antebellum North and South 

11. Edward Pessen – The Similarities Between the Antebellum North and South 

12. The Trial of John Brown 1859

13. Abraham Lincoln  - Lincoln – Douglas Debates 1858

14. Jefferson Davis – Official Explanation of the Causes of the Civil War 1861

15. Abraham Lincoln – Message to Congress July 4, 1861

16. First Manassas – First Bull Run May 1861
17. Nathan Shanks Evans  

18. President Abraham Lincoln, “Emancipation Proclamation” 1863

19. William Tecumseh Sherman

20. Benjamin Wade-Henry Davis, “Wade-Davis Bill” 1864   

21. Facing Battle

22. Abraham Lincoln’s “Second Inaugural” History March 4, 1865

23. Abraham Lincoln’s “Second Inaugural Address March 4, 1865

24. President Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” June 1, 1865

25. Abraham Lincoln’s Plan and Johnson’s Plan of Reconstruction

26. Walt Whitman, “The Murder of Abraham Lincoln” 1879

27. Grant Administration Scandals 

28. Ulysses Grant, Personal Memoirs
29. Visuals, more Thomas Nast cartoons, especially on President Johnson and the 

THIRD QUARTER
Unit Nine:  Foundations of Modern America 

Chapter 16: The Conquest of the Far West, pg. 432 

Chapter 17: Industrial Supremacy, pg. 462

Reading Packet: 

1. Helen Hunt Jackson, A Century of Dishonor 
2. Visual, John Gast painting, “American Progress”

3. Pictures of Sitting Bull, Geronimo, Chief Joseph, the Wounded Knee massacre 

4. Sitting Bull 

4. Text of the “Dawes Severalty Act”

5. “Pacific Railroad  Act of 1862 and 1863”

6. Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, Chapter one

7. Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class
8. Thorstein Veblen “Conspicuous Consumption”

9. Henry Demarest Lloyd, Wealth Against Commonwealth, excerpts

10. Frank Baum, “The Wizard of Oz” 
Unit Ten: Working People 

Chapter 18: The Age of the City, pg. 488

Reading Packet:  

1. Emma Goldman, “The Tragedy of Women’s Emancipation”

2. Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives – Down Town Back Alleys

3. Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives – The Awakening 

4. Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives – The Problem of the Children

5. Jane Adams 

6. Political cartoon “Bosses of the Senate”

7. William Jennings Bryan, “Cross of Gold Speech”

8. Our National Platform – Populist Platform 

9. Populist Party “Omaha Platform” 
10. Upton Sinclair, The Jungle excerpts

11. Upton Sinclair, The Jungle 

12. Ida Tarbell, A History of Standard Oil excerpts

13. Theodore Roosevelt, “New nationalism”

14. Woodrow “Wilson New Freedom”

15. Bull Moose cartoons

Unit Eleven: Politics and Politicians, 1868-1896

Chapter 19: From Stalemate to Crisis, pg. 520

Chapter 20: The Imperial Republic, pg. 542
Chapter 21:The Rise of Progressivism, pg. 564

Reading Packet:  
1. Mark Twain, “Americans Abroad”

2. Samuel Smiles, “Self-Help”

3. Rudyard Kipling, “White Man’s Burden”

4. Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power, excerpts

5. American Anti-Imperialist League
6. James A. Garfield 
7. William Jennings Bryan – The Cross of Gold Speech 
Unit Twelve:  Progressive Era and The Great War

Chapter 22: The Battle for National Reform, pg. 592

Chapter 23: America and the Great War, pg. 612

Reading Packet: 

1. William Borah, “Senate Speech on the League”

2. Eugene V. Debs – The Idea of a Socialist 

3. Eugene Debs, “The Canton Speech” Anti war
4. Henry Cabot Lodge, “Reservations Speech to the Senate”

5. Woodrow Wilson, “1916 Campaign Speech”  
6. President Wilson Address to Congress WWI  

7. “The Sedition Act” 

8. US Supreme Court Schenck v US

9. Woodrow Wilson, “Fourteen Points Speech”

10. Woodrow Wilson 1917 Call to War 

11. Ernest Hemingway  - Farewell to Arms 
FOURTH QUARTER

Unit Thirteen: The Roaring Twenties and Great Depression: 

- Chapter 24: “The New Era”, pg. 640

- Chapter 25: The Great Depression, pg. 666

- Chapter 26: The New Deal, pg. 692

Reading Packet:   

1. Chart: Historical Statistics of the United States, “Immigration to the United States, 1890 to 1930)

2. Langston Hughes, “Mother to Son”

3. Margaret Sanger, Women and the New Race, excerpts

4. Visual: Dorothea Lange “Migrant Mother” 

5. Ernest Hemingway, “German Inflation”

6. Herbert Hoover

7. Frederick Allen Lewis, Only Yesterday, excerpts CRASH

8. Franklin Roosevelt, “First Inaugural Address”

9. Clarence Darrow, “Mercy for Leopold and Loeb”

10. Franklin Roosevelt  “Atlantic Charter”
11. Franklin D. Roosevelt  “Four Freedoms”

12. Franklin D. Roosevelt “Second Inaugural Address” 
Unit Fourteen: WWII and Cold War 

Chapter 27: The Global Crisis 1921-1941, pg. 718

Chapter 28: America in a World at War, pg. 738

Chapter 29: The Cold War, pg. 766

Chapter 30: The Affluent Society, pg 788

Additional Readings:    

1. Neville Chamberlain, “In Defense of Appeasement”

2. Neville Chamberlain “The Munich Accords”

3. Winston Churchill, “A Disaster of the First Magnitude” Oct. 1938

4. Charles Lindbergh “Neutrality and War”
5. Charles Lindbergh “Our Relationship with Europe”
6. President Harry Truman, “The Truman Doctrine”

7. Winston Churchill, “An Iron Curtain Has Descended”

8. George Marshall “The European Recovery Program”
9. Nikita Khrushchev, “Secret Speech to the Twentieth Party Congress”

10. Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., “Origins of the Cold War”

11.  J. William Fulbright, “Speech before the Senate, Sept. 15, 1965” 

Unit Fifteen and Sixteen: Civil Rights and Vietnam to Modern Day

Chapter 31: Civil Rights, Vietnam, and the ordeal of Liberalism, pg. 820

Chapter 32: The Crisis of Authority, pg. 850

Chapter 33: From “The Age of Limits” To the Age of Reagan 

Chapter 34: The Age of Globalization, pg. 908 

Additional Readings:   

1. Betty Friedan The Feminine Mystique

2. Eisenhower’s Farewell Address to the Nation January 17, 1961
3. Night By Elie Wiesel 
4. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UN, 1948

5. Address to the Forty Third UN General Assembly by Mikhail Gorbachev 

6. Letter from Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

7. Che Guevara Vietnam and the World Freedom Struggle 

Hoffman’s Ten Observations of an AP Grader

1. Students often do not read and understand the full complexity of the question.  For example:

*Evaluate the impact of the Civil War on political and economic developments in TWO of the following regions.


The South


The North


The West

   Focus your answer on the period between 1865 and 1877. 

       - You must pay attention to how many regions you must use.

       - You must stay within the time period of the question.

       - You must do what the question asks:  For instance: Evaluate the impact on political and economic 

         developments in a balanced way.

2. Really answer the question, do not just write a bunch of mindless prose because it’s all you know.

3. You must know the basic chronology of a time period even if you don’t know the exact dates of events.  

    For example:

                              - The first Freedman’s Bureau

- Johnson’s “Restoration Plan”

- The Civil Rights Act of 1866

- Military Reconstruction

- The Compromise of 1877/Wormley House Deal

· You need to know the causal relations between these events, not necessarily the year of each, although the more 

        detail you provide, the better.

4. Write a full essay.  Don’t stop writing and start jotting down information in note form because you may run out 

    of time.  Graders can only grade what is written in essay form.

5. Spelling is not a critical issue except with proper nouns.  We grade primarily the integrity and accuracy of the

    content.  However clarity of thought and logical ordering of events often do make the difference between a score

    of 5 or 6 or a 7 and 8/9.

    1. PLEASE write legibly and attempt to stick to a logical order of events.  When in doubt, rely on chronology.

    2. Extravagant language is not necessary.  Stick to the history.  This is not your English exam.

    3. The most common problem in student essays is simply a lack of a thesis or argument.  Essays tend to be a list 

        of facts or a restatement of the question.  Readers are extremely keen to BS so do not do it.  Also, avoid 

        colloquialisms and write professionally and decisively. 

        If you must say that President Jackson was a “doofus cracker,” make sure you qualify and defend that appraisal.

   4. Excellent AP essayists are those who completely and in a balanced way answer the question.  Their writing is 

       very clear, highly informed, decisive, and they substantiate their thesis.

   5. Be able to fully explain a point and do not assume anything about the reader.  If you are writing an essay on 

       women suffrage, do not leave out the obvious, like a reference to the 19th Amendment.  The basics are a must!       

      The more obscure, less obvious information is a plus. 
HOFFMAN’S COMMANDMENTS FOR ALL FORMAL PAPERS

Thou shalt follow them to the letter, or suffer my wrath.

Thou shalt strike the reader hard with the opening sentence, and develop a clear and decisive thesis statement.

Thou shalt not end a sentence with a preposition for that is the type of English up with which I shall not put.

Thou shalt not shift tenses, nor will thou write history in the present tense or passive voice.

Thou shalt not quote ANYTHING that thou can say better thyself.  Thou shalt quote only to season one’s work, not to carry it.

Thou shalt not quote more than three lines, nor use block quotations.  Thou shalt not quote from a secondary source unless thou intends to use the secondary as a primary.

Thou shalt not REIFY.  (Look it up!)  States, countries or regions do not do anything, people do.  There is no such thing as the history of a cornfield.

Thou shalt introduce all characters with their full names and identify them, be they Jesus Christ or Julius Caesar.

Thou shalt not use a rhetorical question to avoid an intelligent transition or assertion.  Rhetoric is the realm of the philosopher, the politician and the demagogue, not the historian.

Thou shalt have a title page with a clear title, author’s name, date and teacher’s name, aligned

center.

Thou shalt begin numbering on page two of text, bottom center or top right.

Thou shalt NEVER use contractions.  Thou shalt place two spaces after a period.

Thou shalt set things down as they happen and thou shalt have no reference later in time than the subject with which thou are dealing.

Thou shalt write in complete sentences which, by definition, includes a subject and predicate.  Thou shalt not use slang or colloquialisms. 

Thou shalt cite material to the most readily available source and combine notes when possible.

Thou shalt PROOFREAD thy work at least twice.

__________________________________________________________________________

I realize that Moses had only ten, but he did not have to read your papers.

Means that I WILL DEDUCT one point for EACH INFRACTION.
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