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"They came for the communists, and I did not speak up because I wasn't a communist;
They came for the socialists, and I did not speak up because I was not a socialist; They came for the union leaders, and I did not speak up because I wasn't a union leader;
They came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew.
Then they came for me, and there was no one left to speak up for me." 
   Pastor Martin Niemoller, 1892-1984
"There were many ways of not burdening one's conscience, of shunning responsibility, looking away, keeping mum. When the unspeakable truth of the Holocaust then became known at the end of the war, all too many of us claimed that they had not known anything about it or even suspected anything."
Richard von Weizsaecker, President of Federal Republic of Germany 1984 – 94,

German soldier during the invasion of Poland and son of the convicted war criminal Ernst Von Weisaecker

The History of the Holocaust and Genocide Studies is a year-long, honors level elective course.  Because the N.C. General Assembly does not approve six quality points for any course not designated as AP or IB, this course can only carry honors credit.  However, as this material was the focus of my doctoral studies and dissertation and also because of the importance and gravity of the content, it will be taught with distinct emphasis on historical integrity, accuracy, rigor and reverence to those who have suffered horrible fates at the hands of fellow humans.  Though the class expectations will mirror a college class and its expectations, I will make adjustments to grades because of the disparity in GPA quality points.  

With that said, I would hope that you have enrolled in this class not merely for a grade, but because you want to study the Holocaust and other events involving genocide in order to garner a much richer contextual understanding of the history of persecution and the real, but often inconceivable ability of men and women to de-humanize and brutalize their neighbors; those considered the “other.”  In studying and remembering these events, we, in a small way, honor the memory of those punished and perished victims, and as importantly give substance to the moral imperative of the words “never again.”

Although we do have a fine textbook for this class, the course will involve Socratic lectures, directed discussions and debates, the analysis of a large number of primary documents and selected readings from contemporary authors.  Some of these readings will be distributed in class. When readings are assigned, I expect that you will have read and contemplated the material and be prepared for discussions about it.  Although I have not yet decided the weight that I will ascribe to participation, it will be a factor in your grade for the class on a quarterly basis.  

Tests will be of a multiple choice or short answer format.  Periodic quizzes, map exercises and document analyses/position projects will also be assigned. Additionally, I have a very large selection of scholarly documentaries and films for the class.  Although I typically do not show many films in other classes, our understanding of what the Holocaust was requires that we examine and analyze the visual images of the period both from film and still photos in addition to the primary and secondary written material.  Please recognize that many of these images will be highly disturbing.  Put simply, it is the history and to sanitize these events by avoiding that which is uncomfortable would denigrate any scholarly integrity that this class is intended to cultivate and achieve.  If any student becomes overwhelmed by some of these resources, I will not force them to continue to watch and their grade will in no way be impacted by their inability to continue bearing witness to the images, provided that their emotions and reactions are sincere.  We will discuss this further in class.  Having undertaken a large amount of my research for my dissertation at the archives of the National Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., I admit freely that there were moments when I had to step away from the material because of the exhaustive emotional overload.

Tentative Class Schedule-First Semester

Part One:  The Origins of anti-Semitism/anti-Judaism in historical context from Antiquity                                                         through the Nineteenth Century and the rise of racial Anti-Semitism-Two to three weeks.

Part Two:  The uniqueness of German history from unification (1870-71) through the Weimar Republic (1919-1933).  Three weeks.

Part Three: The intellectual origins of Nazi ideology leading to the “Seizure of Power” in 1933. Two to three weeks.

Part Four: The “twisted road” to the Holocaust.  The development and implementation of Nazi anti-Jewish legislation and policies from 1933 to 1939 and world responses to their campaign among both Jews and Gentiles.  Three weeks.

Part Five: The outbreak of the Second World War and the start of the Holocaust to the Wannsee Conference.  Continued into second semester.

Part Six: (Second Semester) The Holocaust and aftermath.  Examination of other examples of genocide in the twentieth century for example the Armenians under Turkish rule, the Cambodia of Pol Pot, the Hutu and Tutsi of Rwanda, and issues of “ethnic cleansing” in the Balkans.

______________________________________________________________________________

Selected Texts: (Hardly exhaustive)

David Crowe, The Holocaust: Roots, History and Aftermath (class textbook)
Nora Levin, The Holocaust
Leni Yahil, The Holocaust
Robert Wistrich, Hitler and the Holocaust
Eugen Kogon, et al, Nazi Mass Murder: A Documentary History of the Use of Poison Gas

Browning, Christopher, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland

                                       The Final Solution and the German Foreign Office 

Höss, Rudolf, Death Dealer: The Memoirs of the SS Kommandant at Auschwitz 
Fleming, Gerald, Hitler and the Final Solution  

Abzug, Robert, America Views the Holocaust 1933-1945 

Fogelman, Eva, Conscience & Courage: Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust

Israeli Police Files, Eichmann Interrogated 

Lipstadt, Deborah, Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth and Memory

                               Beyond Belief

Emmanuel Ringelblum, Notes from the Warsaw Ghetto

Howard Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History

Joseph Hoffman, The Price of Flight

Rita Botwinick, A History of the Holocaust

Donald Niewyk, The Holocaust
Joseph Goebbels, Diaries

Hugh Trevor-Roper, Joseph Goebbels:  Final Entries, 1945

Charles Maier, The Unmasterable Past

Peter Gay, Nazi Culture

A.J. Nicholls, Weimar and the Rise of Hitler

Leon Poliakov, Harvest of Hate

Konrad Heiden, Der Fuehrer

William S. Allen, The Nazi Seizure of Power

Jeremy Cohen, The Friars and the Jews
R. Po-Chai Hsia, The Myth of Ritual Murder
Yehuda Bauer, Jews for Sale?

Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews
David Wyman, The Abandonment of the Jews
Gerald Reitlinger, The SS: Alibi of a Nation
The Stroop Report, “The Jewish Quarter of Warsaw is No More”

Laurence Rees, Auschwitz
Johannes Steinhoff et al, Voices From the Third Reich
Roselle Chartok et al, The Holocaust Years: Society on Trial

Alan Rosenberg et al, Echoes From the Holocaust: Philosophical Reflections

Ian Kershaw, Hitler

Woodruff Smith, The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, Zweites Buch

Jeremy Noakes et al, Nazism (Volumes I and II)

George Mosse, Nazi Culture
Eberhard Jaeckel, Hitler’s World View

Richard Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World: An Anthology of Texts

Steven Katz, The Holocaust in Historic Context
Films/Documentaries:

“The Longest Hatred: A Revealing History of Anti-Semitism” WGBH Educational

“The Nazis: A Warning From History” Laurence Rees

“The Nuremberg Trials”

“Majdanek and Auschwitz” 

“Holocaust-Ravensbruck and Buchenwald”

“Conspiracy” HBO Films

“Das Leben von Adolf Hitler”

“Nazi Henchmen”

“Lynchburg”

“Nazi Art as Propoganda”

“Downfall”

“Night and Fog”

“The Grey Zone”

“Hitler’s Hidden Holocaust”

“Hitler’s Children”

“Son of Saul”

“Night Will Fall”

Web Resources: 

The Holocaust timeline: http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/chronology.html
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/timeline.html#1942
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/resist.html

The Jewish Virtual Library, www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org
AITLC Guide to the Holocaust: http://tlc.ai.org/holocaus.html

The Holocaust: http://www.csuchico.edu/cmas/edelman/syllabi/Gen156.links.html

Holocaust and Genocide Studies: http://www.oup.co.uk/holgen/ 
The Holocaust - Dickinson State University 
http://www2.dsu.nodak.edu/users/dmeier/Holocaust/holocau.html

Harold Marcuse, UCSB History Department Faculty 
http://www.history.ucsb.edu/faculty/marcuse/#courses

The Holocaust. PSYC/ANS0 3500 02. Instructor: Dr. Linda M. Woolf 
http://www.websteruniv.edu/~woolflm/holocaustsyllabi.html
http://www.websteruniv.edu/~woolflm/holocaustcourse.html (+ websites)

The Holocaust & WEBliography: http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/holocaustcourse.html

http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/ 
Holocaust & Genocide Studies: http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/holocaust.html 

Holocaust links: http://www.holocaustcenter.com/links.shtml
Cybrary of the Holocaust. One of the most detailed links to other Holocaust sites on the net. 
http://remember.org 
Guide to the Holocaust: http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/
Web sites: http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/website.html
The Holocaust: http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/holo.html
http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu:80/PubEd/EdModule/violations/holocaust.html
History of the Holocaust: http://www.holocaustcenter.com/historyof.shtml

The Holocaust - http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/Holocaust/history.html
The Holocaust: http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/holo.html
The Holocaust History Project Archive of documents, photographs, recordings, and essays
including direct refutation of Holocaust-denial: http://www.holocaust-history.org
Holocaust resource center: http://home.snap.com/main/channel/item/0,4,-9364,00.html

The Holocaust/Shoah Page: http://www.mtsu.edu/~baustin/holo.html

Resources - http://www2.dsu.nodak.edu/users/dmeier/hef/resource.html
Shoah-Projekt  http://www.shoahproject.org/ 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum http://www.ushmm.org/ 


