
IB Twentieth Century World Topics 2017-2018
Dr. Joe Hoffman

jhoffman@wcpss.net, 919-949-8632

East Building Room 2806

Office Hours: Tuesday 2:35-3:15, or by appointment        
Required text: Martin Gilbert, The Twentieth Century: A Concise History

Additionally, I have old and new copies of the text Twentieth Century World, Carter Finley and John Rothney, Fifth and Sixth Editions for use by students who want an additional text.  This textbook for the class is rather superficial given the breadth of the topics to be considered.  Therefore students must rely heavily on class notes and careful reading of the primary and secondary sources that will be generated throughout the course both from me and as online research assignments. 

Assessments: Critical and analytical writing is a crucial component to both the study of history and to success in the IB Programme.  Major tests will usually be in the essay or short answer format.  Tests will be scheduled logically and periodically throughout the course.  I do not test merely for the sake of testing, so when the appropriate corpus of material has been covered, it will be assessed.  Periodically, I will give oral quizzes in which I describe an individual, issue or circumstance and you supply the noun or proper noun.  Map exercises, quizzes, brief analyses of primary documents comprise the category of “small” grades and will average at the end of every quarter as a major test grade factored once.  Formal tests, whether written or in limited cases multiple choice, will count twice in a second category of “large” assignments. You will also be responsible for one IB mandated “Internal Assessment” which is a research topic approved by me and evaluated on both the selection and analysis of primary and secondary sources as well as the depth and thoroughness of your investigation and evaluation of your research topic and question.  The internal assessment must be no longer than 2,200 words of text, not counting title pages, works cited, bibliography, et cetera.  Once identified, this paper will count as three test grades within the quarter it is submitted for the class. It is also one of the papers that you must submit for your IB Diploma.  It may not be on the same topic as your extended essay. The purpose, structure and due date will be discussed further in class.

-The investigation can consider any genuine historical topic regardless of whether or not it is part of the IB Diploma Programme history syllabus or part of the TCT curriculum. Teachers should approve all topics. No topics that focus on events in the ten years preceding an examination session may be chosen

Sample research topics:

To what extent was the Iranian Revolution stolen by Islamic fundamentalists?

How did the strengthening of Nazism in Germany impact the migration of Jews to other countries in the world?

How did the alliance system lead to the outbreak of the First World War?

How was Social Darwinism used to further Imperialism?

Broad course outline: from the following pages from the IB Course Description Guide: See additional files from the IB Course Guide below the syllabus
WARNING: ALL MISSED TESTS AND QUIZZES MUST BE MADE UP WITHIN ONE WEEK AND IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTACT ME ABOUT SCHEDULING A TIME!

